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Some convicts deserve 
a second chance at life

Gov. Josh Green declared April as 
“Second Chance Month,” acknowledg-
ing that a person’s past involvement in 
the criminal legal system should not 
define their future.

Aligning with the governor’s procla-
mation, Hawaii lawmakers created a 
Clean Slate Expungement Task Force. 
They are studying “clean slate” best 
practices — a state-initiated policy of 
removing certain older, low-level crimi-
nal records once a person has com-
pleted their sentence and remained 
crime-free for several years.

Our criminal legal system dispropor-
tionately impacts people from under-
resourced communities, leading to 
economic instability and limited ac-
cess to stable jobs, housing and educa-
tion.

Building safer communities requires 
stability and opportunity, especially 
access to living-wage jobs and secure 
housing, which criminal records often 
place out of reach.

It’s time for Hawaii to embrace 
clean-slate policies, which embody a 
crucial balance of upholding account-
ability and dignity while removing bar-
riers for people who have served their 
sentences.

Luanna Peterson
Kuliouou

Honolulu must not take 
part in panda diplomacy

Honolulu Zoo’s accreditation exten-
sion offers no cause for celebration, as 
Mayor Rick Blangiardi plans to use it to 
bring pandas to the island as diplo-
matic pawns and tourist attractions 
(“Honolulu Zoo’s accreditation ex-
tended another 4 years,” Star-Adver-
tiser, April 21).

China’s panda loan program has 
been a tragic failure for the pandas 
themselves, who spend their lives con-
fined, endure repeated artificial insemi-
nation and forced pregnancies, and 
watch their cubs die or be taken away. 

A recent investigation found that no 
cubs born in U.S. or European zoos 
have ever been released into the wild, 
which was the original stated purpose 
of the program.

Pandas are sensitive animals who, in 
nature, stay with their mothers for up 
to three years. Hawaii can and should 
foster international partnerships with-
out condemning animals to a lifetime 
of confinement far from their natural 
homes.

Jason Baker
Diamond Head

HECO should reimburse 
all power shutoff claims

Remember after the Lahaina fire, 
when Hawaiian Electric promised to 
improve vegetation management and 
strengthen utility poles to prevent fu-
ture fires? Well apparently they found a 
much cheaper way: public safety 
power shutoffs (PSPS). Whenever it 
gets too windy, they simply shut off 
the electricity for entire neighbor-
hoods, so if a pole falls down it will not 
spark a fire.

I felt sorry for the folks who live 
in these PSPS zones, but figured they 
would be compensated by HECO 
for things like spoiled food due to 

no refrigeration. Wrong.
According to Rule No. 16 of Public 

Utilities Commission Order 41576, 
which is printed on the back of the 
claim-filing instructions, HECO is not 
liable for any loss if an outage is 
caused by “accident, storm, fire, 
strikes, riots, war, public safety power 
shutoff or any cause not within the 
Company’s control … ”

That does not seem fair.

Regina Gregory
Makiki

Keep isle vistas free of 
gaudy advertisements

Mahalo nui to Winston Welch for the 
historical reminder and the heads-up 
on insidious legislation (Senate Bills 
2074 and 2353) in Sunday’s column, 
“Say no to outdoor advertising signs 
that will ruin public views” (Star-
Advertiser, Island Voices, April 27). 

For a century, Hawaii’s views have 
not been sold off to commercial bid-
ders, a decision that benefits every-
one, every day. Don’t let that historical 
success be lost anywhere in these 
islands.

M. Puakea Nogelmeier
Kalihi Valley
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OUR VIEW

HEALTH AND SAFETY

W ith the aging sewage system already weak-
ened, the city must do more to keep contami-
nants from concentrating in the Ala Wai Canal 

and Honolulu’s groundwater, and to improve flood pro-
tections so that these contaminants don’t wash over 
Waikiki. Flood risks, exacerbated by climate change and 
sea level rise, are far higher than was previously as-
sessed — and unless action is taken, flooding and con-
tamination is expected to intensify.

To protect the watershed from repeated, rancid 
floods, the city must adopt clean-water strategies; act 
aggressively to end sewage contamination; improve and 
fortify drainage systems; partner with the state on 
“green” methods, including strategic re-foresting and re-
generation of land at upper elevations; and develop 
more stormwater holding capacity, within and upstream 
of the Ala Wai.

A complete, long-term watershed overhaul and reha-
bilitation will be complex and costly. In the near term, 
though, the city and state must prepare for emergen-
cies, with readiness to employ stopgap measures such 
as pumps and barriers to divert floodwaters, and a plan 
to address contamination caused by spills. Failing to do 
so could leave the city facing additional sky-high costs 
for recovery, and in lost tourism revenue.

The urgency of developing solutions has been under-
lined by findings in a recent University of Hawaii-backed 
study overlaying real-world data from past storms and 
floods with the predicted timeline for rising island water 
tables. Models developed show that damaging floods 
are likely to occur sooner, and with more frequency, 
than maps based solely on sea-level rise would indicate. 

Flood risks are magnified by heavy rain and high wa-
ter tables — and both of these phenomena are made 
more likely by global warming. Damaging events are 
also far more likely because of the deteriorating state of 
Honolulu’s drainage and wastewater systems.

Sewage and wastewater systems are “already failing,” 
remarked study coauthor Kayla Yamamoto, a climate 
modeling analyst with UH. The aging system is riddled 
with choke points and leaks. Under flood conditions, 
water contaminated with materials from the watershed 
and the canal fouls surfaces, groundwater, drainage 
channels and near-shore ocean waters.

Sea-level rise is expected to raise the water table by a 
full foot by 2050, and research indicates this will lead to 
repeated storm drain backwash from the Ala Wai Canal 
into Waikiki, whether or not it rains. That’s a problem 
because the Ala Wai is an “impaired waterbody” as de-
fined by the federal Clean Water Act — heavily contami-
nated with sewage and pathogens, heavy metals and 
agricultural, industrial and household chemicals. The 
sometimes-deadly bacteria staphylococcus aureus and 
vibrio have repeatedly been detected in the canal, espe-
cially after rains.

Speaking of sewage, another concern is cesspools. 
Many tourists would be dismayed to learn that proper-
ties within Waikiki and Honolulu still dispose of sewage 
by dumping it into a cesspool — a concrete-lined hole in 
the ground — but it’s true, and studies indicate that 
nearly 9 in 10 of Waikiki’s active cesspools contaminate 
area groundwater. Ending the continued reliance on pol-
luting cesspools must be a top priority for city and state 
governments in the years ahead.

After 2050, when the water table has risen by 1 foot, 
heavy rains could lead to daily spills and flooding, espe-
cially in low-lying places like Waikiki and Mapunapuna. 
But the risk is significant today. The annual probability 
of rain heavy enough to raise Ala Wai water levels by a 
foot, which also makes flooding and contamination 
likely, now stands at from 10% to 20%.

“These aren’t 100-year events. These are five- to 10-
year events,” said study co-author Shellie Habel, a 
coastal geologist. “It’s like a double whammy. You’ll 
have the failure of this system meant to manage storm-
water, and … flooding from the sea level being higher.”
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City must address 
Ala Wai flood risk

Former PUC chair named in bribery probe
So far, the state Attorney General’s Office has issued 

three target letters in its $35,000-in-a-paper-bag investiga-
tion involving an “influential state legislator”: to Sylvia 
Luke, now on leave as lieutenant governor; lobbyist Tobi 
Solidum; and Leo Asuncion Jr.

Asuncion served as Luke’s campaign treasurer in 2022. 
And if his name sounds familiar: Until recently, Asuncion 
chaired the state Public Utilities Commission (PUC), the 
powerful agency that oversees utilities ranging from en-
ergy generation and rates, to interisland shipping and 
those rates. He abruptly resigned from the PUC in No-
vember, some seven months before his term was up.

Last chance to make case for new laws
It’s showdown time at the state Legislature, with final-

hour debates underway. Constituents can still urge their 
elected officials to defend bills left standing, but it’s now 
or never.

The income tax debate is this week’s central drama. 
The Senate proposal keeps tax cuts in play, shrinking 
state spending power — but limits losses by holding 
brackets steady for taxable income above $175,000 (sin-
gle). House conferees support continued standard de-
duction increases and progressively higher taxes on 
earnings above $225,000 (single) — sensibly targeting 
working-class earners for the most relief.

GEORGE F. LEE / 2025

Halawa Correctional Facility inmate Henry Smalls, right, and his family 
peruse activites during an Easter-themed visitation day on April 12, 
2025.

By Boyd Ready

A s we observe April as Parlia-
mentary Law Month, we’re re-
minded of Thomas Jefferson’s 

services to democracy. The traditional 
annual fundraiser for the Democratic 
Party was the Jefferson-Jackson Din-
ner — and though Old Hickory is out 
of favor now, Jefferson has not gone 
out of style.

In honor of Jefferson, let’s see what 
he had to do with our ability to make 
decisions in groups democratically, 
with dispatch, and with respect for 
members’ rights. As the first vice pres-
ident of the United States, he also was 
the first president of the Senate. He 
had multiple shelves of books on the 
English parliament, and his copy of 
Blackstone’s Commentaries on the 
Laws of England is thoroughly marked 
up.

Parliamentary law is what is fol-
lowed in legislatures and in most of 
our associations and organizations. 
It’s not a random or simply fabricated 
set of rules, but goes back 800 years to 
the Magna Carta. Whenever equals 
gather to make majority decisions, 
especially in relation to taking some 
significant action as a group, parlia-
mentary law is what applies. For-
ty-nine of our 50 states adopt the com-
mon law of England and America. It’s 
done in the very first lines of the Ha-
waii Revised Statutes. Thomas Jeffer-
son brought the traditions of the 
colonial legislatures and his thorough 
knowledge of English parliamentary 
procedure to the task of leading the 
Senate.

Jefferson’s parliamentary 
procedures remain the 
foundation of American 
practice of parliamentary 
law and his rules are in fact 
still the basis of Congress’ 
procedure. Jefferson em-
phasized that having a rule 
is more important than 
what exactly the rule is, and 
that custom and practice is 
what gives procedural laws 
their stability and authority. 
In other words, parliamen-
tary law is not the dictate of 
some ruler; it is the common cultural 
tradition that we enjoy.

Simple rules like one thing at a time; 
speak to the point; not attacking the 
motives of the other members; that 
once one thing is decided, it takes a 
greater effort to undo it. These princi-
ples make deliberative bodies able to 
come to a decision, take action, and 
make it stick.

The National Association of Parlia-
mentarians focuses on Robert’s Rules 
of Order that most organizations 
adopt. This year is not only the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, but also the 225th anniver-
sary of Thomas Jefferson’s 1801 rules 
for the Senate, and it’s the 150th anni-
versary of Henry Robert’s Pocket Man-
ual of Rules of Order for Deliberative 
Assemblies. The rules are now more 
numerous and challenging to under-
stand, but they’re all based on funda-
mental principles of majority rule, 
minority protection, members’ rights, 
and to efficiently result in action.

Our Hawaii State Association of Par-

liamentarians has pro-
duced, now in a second 
edition, Na Lula Halawai, 
cross-referencing the 1850s 
Hawaii kingdom legisla-
tures’ rules, in olelo, with 
the current edition of Rob-
erts Rules of Order (avail-
able free at hsap.org/
halawai/index.html). Many 
organizations now are re-
viving olelo and working 
for the good of the Hawai-
ian people.

The parliamentary law 
traditions of Hawaii’s kingdom legisla-
tive bodies are still relevant. When 
enough people are fluent in olelo, we 
will find deliberative assemblies in Ha-
waii following this indigenous adapta-
tion of parliamentary law and the 
democratic tradition.

Most people who enter an assembly 
do not get training, but understand 
that the chair runs the meeting, that 
people have a chance to speak if 
they’re recognized, and that whatever 
is brought up will be handled one 
thing at a time. These and many other 
principles are hundreds of years old 
and are the common expectation 
when we work together.

Not only has Thomas Jefferson not 
gone out of style, people can still get 
$2 bills from the bank upon prior re-
quest, and they are still legal tender. 
So in honor of Jefferson, and April as 
Parliamentary Law Month, why not 
pick up a $2 bill? The nation, and even 
the early legislative history of Hawaii, 
derives from one of the founders of de-
mocracy, Thomas Jefferson.

Jefferson, parliamentary law and olelo
ISLAND VOICES

Boyd Ready is pres-
ident of the Hawaii 
State Association of 
Parliamentarians.


